
 

 

 

 

The Ellen & Warren Tallman Writer in Residence Program at SFU is proud to present 

READING MADELEINE THIEN:  
A ‘DIALOGIC’ EXPERIENCE 

APRIL 22, 23, 24  
7:00 – 9:00 PM  

ROOM 1520 ~ SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY AT HARBOUR CENTRE  
515 WEST HASTINGS STREET 

 
 

THREE DIALOGIC SESSIONS ON MADELEINE THIEN’S WORK 
LED BY PROFESSOR NORMAN CORNETT 

 
 
 
 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Madeleine Thien is an award-winning author of 
three books of fiction, including her most recent novel, Dogs 
at the Perimeter, which explores the aftermath of the 
Cambodian civil war and genocide. Her essays have appeared 
in the Globe & Mail, Granta, PEN America, Financial Times, 
Brick, National Post, and the Guardian and her novels have 
been published around the world. All together, her three 
books have been translated into 27 languages. She is the 
2013-14 Writer-in-residence at Simon Fraser University.  
 

Educator, religious studies scholar, and art critic, 
PROFESSOR Norman Cornett publishes 
in Canadian and American journals. He “guest teaches” at 
universities throughout North America and Europe and leads 
workshops in French and English on ‘dialogic’ teaching, creative 
vision and artistic development. He forms the subject of a National 
Film Board of Canada documentary directed by Alanis 
Obomsawin, Professor Norman Cornett: 'Since when do we divorce the right 
answer from an honest answer?'. 

http://haveyouexperienced.wordpress.com/  

Participants are welcome to attend all three sessions.  
“What's the operative principle for these sessions? ‘The only wrong question is the unasked 

question.’ Required materials: pen/pencil, paper, and above all an open mind.”  
—Professor Norman Cornett 

 
“I’m honoured that Dr. Cornett has chosen to focus on my work but I know that the subject at the 
heart of the discourse will be the reader, the individual: our perceptions, illusions and convictions, 

and the struggle to think free thoughts. He will use these dialogic sessions to deepen what literature 
does, breaking down the walls of consciousness between us, challenging us all to see further, to see 

more.”—Madeleine Thien 


