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A
defibrillator at the Sherbrooke Léopold-Drolet
Sports Palace did its part in saving the life of a
51-year old man last Thursday, as did the quick

action of some of his teammates.
The man apparently went into cardiac arrest Thurs-

day evening while on the bench during a friendly
hockey game. While attentive teammates ad-
ministered CPR, an employee of the sports cen-
tre brought the recently installed portable
defibrillator and used it to help the victim
until first responders could stabilize his pulse.
He regained consciousness upon arrival at the
CHUS.

Authorities were quick to credit the pres-
ence of the defibrillator as a deciding factor. 

“We hope we never have to use those de-
vices,” says Fire Chief Daniel Gingras. “How-
ever, if needed, they are there. Even if it’s used

only once, no one can say that it’s useless.”
The City of Sherbrooke is in the midst of a program

to install on-site defibrillators in arenas and public
buildings throughout the city and has so far installed
a dozen of the devices, notably at arenas, city hall, and
the exhibition centre. It is currently studying other po-
tential locations.
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Dr. Norman Cornett brings values debate to BU
By Gordon Lambie

Special to The Record

T
his Friday, October 25, Dr. Norman
Cornett will be at Bishop’s Univer-
sity’s Bandeen Hall to present a doc-

umentary entitled “Liberty, Equality,
Accommodation” as a part of an open
public discussion on the Bouchard-Tay-
lor Commission on reasonable accom-
modation and how it relates to the new
proposed Charter of Quebec Values. Or-
ganized with the participation of the
school’s religion department, the free
public discussion will, in Cornett’s
words “focus on the charter, relative to
the Bouchard-Taylor Commission,
through the prism of this documentary,”
with the hope of exploring the relation-
ship between religion, culture, and poli-
tics in Quebec.

“This is not a lecture, it is not a pre-
sentation, and it is certainly not a mono-
logue,” Cornett said, calling the event a
citizens’ forum and stating that it is
open to everyone no matter of age, lan-
guage, colour or creed.

“Bring it on,” the professor said, re-
garding diverse crowds. “This concerns
everyone in Quebec.”

Cornett explained that the discussion
is a part of an undertaking he has been
on for the last three years, leading what
he calls “dialogic sessions,” on the rea-
sonable accommodation commission
and the outcomes of its having been
tabled.

The professor explained that the idea
of reasonable accommodation which, in
a simplified form could be explained as
simply recognizing and making room
for differences of various kinds within a
system, is a necessity for not just Quebec,
but the entire western world. He pointed
to shrinking birth rates and a sharp rise
in the number of “senior seniors,” or in-
dividuals over 85 years of age, as signs
that, in order to remain a viable society,
Quebec needs to accept the influx of im-
migration and the rise in First Nations
youth as positive developments that, in
the huge long run, will make the
province a better place.

“By 2015, according to the last census
done here in Canada, there will be more
elderly people than young people,” Cor-
nett explained, “so it behooves us as so-
called, ‘host societies’ to accommodate

and, as the commission says, to do so
reasonably.”

The professor continued by pointing
out that immigration does not happen
in a vacuum, and that therefore, those
coming into the country come with
their own backgrounds, experiences and
beliefs.

“There’s a reason the commission was
called ‘accommodation;’ we need to ac-
commodate, we need the human re-
sources, we need these qualified, highly
educated, very productive and, at times,
deeply spiritual people to fill positions
in Quebec, and in Canadian society,” he
said. “We need to bear in mind that
when we invite, and indeed, solicit these
people to come to Quebec, they’re not
coming as a blank slate, they’re coming
with all that the human condition en-
tails.”

It is in that way that those new, in-
coming beliefs clash with the post-quiet
revolution secular-Quebec mentality of
the Parti-Québécois that the discussion
on the charter comes into play, in Cor-
nett’s view. According to him, the new
charter acts simultaneously as an ap-

propriation of Christian symbolism as
“heritage” and a continued growth of
the anti-church seeds sown during the
quiet revolution in the ’60s.

“In effect, by declaring Christianity
the secular heritage of Quebec, they
have, in this charter, functionally made
heritage, Christian heritage, the deroga-
tion clause which exempts Christianity
from what every other religion will
prove subject to;” Cornett explained, say-
ing that the creation of a common her-
itage is a key element in the movement
for nation-building. “That’s quite a strat-
egy when you think of it. By secularizing
Christianity, they use it for nationalism.”

Cornett argued that the PQ govern-
ment is looking at this charter as the
manifest destiny of the actions started
during quiet revolution but added to
that notion the firm belief both that the
government is misinterpreting the situ-
ation in taking that stance.

“Churches aren’t just Bingo clubs,”
the professor said, pointing out that the
Catholic Bishops of Quebec recently ad-
dressed the issue of the crucifix in the
National Assembly, essentially saying

that if it is just there as a heritage object,
then it doesn’t belong because they see
it as a symbol that incarnates faith.

“When we look at the demographic
evolution of Quebec,” Cornett contin-
ued, “we see that what is being proposed
in this charter corresponds to a no
longer existent society... the Quebec of
the Quiet Revolution, of the early ‘60s, is
not the Quebec on the eve of 2014; we
live in a postmodern Quebec. The reali-
ties, the demographics have changed so
much.” According to the professor’s po-
sition, the influx of “new” religions that
comes with heightened immigration
seems like a challenge to the ideals of
the Quiet Revolution and thus, to the
constructed ideals of the Quebec nation
as seen by the PQ.

“We have got to terms with Quebec as
it is, not as it was.”

While the conversation in the media
seems primarily focused on challenges
in Montreal and urban areas, Cornett ex-
plained that the necessity of immigra-
tion to Quebec’s future will see more
and more ethnic diversity in rural areas.

“We’re in dialogue with other world
views; our way of seeing the world is not
the only way of seeing it,” he explained.
“My dream right now is when will Que-
bec have a Hispanic premier? When will
British Columbia have a Pakistani pre-
mier? (...) We humans are creatures of
habit, change wrangles us, but change is
the name of the game. Growth is not a
matter of renouncing your own way of
life, it’s about being open to others.”

The talks on Friday, as well as another
coming up at the University of Sher-
brooke on November 18, are open op-
portunities to discuss and come to terms
with, “newness” and “the other,” in
today’s society, according to Cornett.

“The purpose of the 25th of October
at Bishop’s University is, we’re going to
pick up where the Bouchard-Taylor Com-
mission left off, and we’re going to look
at the relationship between the charter
and the commission; where do we go
from here.”

Cornett encouraged interested parties
to look at his website, http://haveyouex-
perienced.wordpress.com/, before the
event, where discussion from past events
is ongoing. Friday’s screening and dis-
cussion begins at 7 p.m.
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Professor Norman Cornett (left) leading a dialogic session with Charles Taylor of the Bouchard-
Taylor Commission on Reasonable Accommodation. 

Record Staff

A
motorcyclist was killed after colliding with a car
on Route 143 in Ulverton Saturday afternoon.

The car was emerging from a private entrance at an
area with a sharp curve, where visibility is reduced by
trees. The motorcycle came along at this point, and
crashed into it. The accident occurred around 5:15 p.m.

The victim, in his 30s, was rushed to hospital where
he was pronounced dead a few hours later.

Highway 143 was closed to traffic until around 9
p.m. so an accident reconstruction team could exam-
ine the scene.

According to police, alcohol does not appear to be
involved in this accident. The identity of the victim has
not yet been revealed.

Motorcyclist killed
in Ulverton crash

Defibrillator proves its worth


