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Tony Bennett

 

The Festival International de Jazz de Montréal is one of the biggest and most diverse celebrations of the summer music season, and

not surprisingly, the landmark 35th edition will be pulling out all the stops! From June 26 to July 6, 2014, Montréal will be

celebrating an unprecedented number of anniversaries and milestones. The Festival marquees will be filled with the names of

legendary performers as well as talented newcomers.

Headliners and Celebrations

The list of luminaries includes: Tony Bennett, Terence Blanchard, Dianne Reeves, Dr. Lonnie Smith,  Roy Hargrove, Marcus Miller,

Trombone Shorty and Orleans Avenue, Michael Bublé, Aretha Franklin, Charlie Musselwhite, Christine Jensen, Ginger Baker, Elvis

Costello, Brad Mehldau, Rickie Lee Jones, Rufus Wainwright, Earth, Wind & Fire, Beck, Freddy Cole, Diana Ross (with daughter

Rhonda Ross as her opening act), B.B. King, Cassandra Wilson, Keith Jarrett, Regina Carter, Bobby McFerrin, Angélique Kidjo,
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Oliver Jones

Dianne Reeves

Ambrose Akinmusire, Bill Frisell, The Heath Brothers, Grace Kelly,

Lionel Loueke, Miguel Zenón, Rudresh Mahanthappa, Christian

McBride, and Joe Lovano. One of the stellar groups appearing is

Tom Harrell’s Colors of a Dream with Esperanza Spalding. Canada’s

own Nikki Yanofsky will be returning to the Festival, where she

was discovered in 2006 at only 12 years old.

Milestone celebrations include the Oliver Jones 80th Birthday

Concert; the Jack DeJohnette Trio with Ravi Coltrane and Matt

Garrison with their tribute to the immortal John Coltrane; and 80

Birthdays, 70 Years of Music starring the inimitable Guy Nadon

with a septet, in his 31st (!) appearance at the Festival. A group

formed in honor of the festival that started it all, The Newport

Jazz Festival, Now 60, stars Randy Brecker, Anat Cohen, Larry Grenadier, Karrin Allyson, Mark Whitfield, Clarence Penn, and Peter

Martin.

Free Outdoor Events

The Festival is famed for having free outdoor concerts from noon until

midnight daily, and this year is no exception. The 2014 free outdoor program

offers concerts in every possible musical genre related to or descended from

jazz. In one of the biggest events of the Festival, Diana Krall will be giving a

concert on Sunday, June 29 at 9:30 pm at the Scène TD stage. This will be the

final performance of Krall’s Glad Rag Doll tour, providing all Festival-goers

with an opportunity to enjoy a musical event usually reserved for the most

prestigious indoor venues in the world. Other outdoor concert artists include

vocalists Susie Arioli, Cyrille Aimée, and Coral Egan.

A Free Concert in Métropolis

In addition to the packed outdoor schedule, the club Métropolis will be

holding a free indoor concert on June 29 at 10:00 pm, the Jimi Hendrix

Guitar Extravaganza with Steve Hill and Paul DesLauriers. These two

virtuosos will pay tribute to the immortal Jimi Hendrix with a high-energy

evening of guitar-slinging and fiery riffs, guaranteed to thrill guitar lovers. Get

there early, because this free concert at Métropolis is bound to pack the

club!

Jam Sessions

A deeply entrenched Festival tradition, the Jam Sessions will again welcome jazz devotees to the Hyatt Regency.  Pianist John

Roney, winner of the Festival’s 2011 Galaxie Rising Star Award, will host the nightly sessions with his trio starting at 11:00 pm, from

June 26 to July 5. The Jam Sessions have become renowned for the number of surprise guests who sit in. Over the years, some of

the biggest names appearing at the Festival have also graced the sessions, still creatively charged from their gigs and ready to play.

Connie Evingson and

Jon Weber at the

Jungle, June 22

Jazz Legend Horace

Silver Dies at 85

James Carter Organ Trio

at the Dakota, June 22

Andres Prado and

Mississippi at Jazz

Central, June 18

Jazz in the Library: The

Bryan Nichols Quartet at

St. Anthony Park, June

18

Back at the Amsterdam -

- The Adam Meckler

Orchestra, June 17

Moutin Factory Quintet

at the Green Mill June

20-21

NEA Jazz Master Jimmy

Scott, 1925-2014
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Christian McBride

The Little School of Jazz

Whether you’re listening to locals, visitors, or headliners, these great after-hours

gatherings are some of the most anticipated events for many Festival attendees. Some

people stay at the Hyatt Regency during the Festival just for the Jam Sessions.

Festival Awards

In a tradition that started during its 10th anniversary, the Festival will honor the

following deserving artists for their exceptional contributions to music: Elvis Costello

(The Montréal Jazz Festival Spirit Award); Diana Ross (The Ella Fitzgerald Award); Paco

de Lucía (The Antȏnio Carlos Jobim Award); Terence Blanchard (The Miles Davis

Award); Ron Di Lauro (The Oscar Peterson Award); and Jean-Philippe Allard (The Bruce

Lundvall Award). This year, for the Festival’s 35th anniversary, a new award has been

added: The B.B. King Award, which highlights the talent of an artist who has left an

indelible impression on the blues scene. Most appropriately, the recipient of the first

award is the blues master, B.B. King himself!

Croisière Jazz on Bateau-Mouche

This jazz cruise has become a popular yearly staple at the Festival.  This year, guitar

virtuoso, songwriter, singer, percussionist, and Montréal transplant Paulo Ramos will use his transporting rhythms and warm voice to

evoke the sun-burnished beaches of his native Brazil. Cruises are daily from June 26 to July 4 (except June 28). Boarding is at 6:15

p.m. at Jacques-Cartier Quay on the Old-Port of Montréal, and the cruise returns at 10:30 p.m. Reservations are required: 514-849-

9952, 800-361-9952 or at www.bateaumouche.ca.

Family-Friendly Activities

The Festival features many events aimed at entertaining children.

They have face painting and musical demonstrations in the

outdoor Festival areas, as well as eye-popping street

performances that include stilt walkers, jugglers, and gymnasts. A

yearly must-see is La Petite École du Jazz (The Little School of

Jazz),where the beloved blue Festival mascot, Ste-Cat, performs

skits with Les Zélèves, an excellent vocal harmony quintet led by

Victor-Jacques Ménard and backed by the James Gelfand

Quartet. The fun-filled interactive show is performed twice daily

(in English and French) at 11:00 am and 1:30 pm, in the Grande-

Place du Complexe Desjardins, located on the lower level of the

Hyatt Regency Hotel (in the heart of the Festival). At the end of

the show, each child will receive a bilingual diploma from Ste-Cat.

On June 28-29, and July 5, the Grande-Place du Complexe

Desjardins will also host Samajam Family Music Workshops, a

playful percussion-packed event presented by École Samajam’s stay-in-school program. A brand new feature at the Festival this year

is the Rio Tinto Alcan Family Club, an area in Place des Festivals that will offer menus and activities specifically designed to appeal

to children.



Anat Cohen

Jazz Liturgy and Dialogic Talks

Montréal’s historic St. James United Church will host Jamming at St. James, a Jazz Liturgy, on Sunday, June 29, 2014 at 11:00 a.m.

This liturgical service has become more popular each year, and draws some of the finest musicians in the area. There is no

admission price for the event, only a freewill offering of whatever you can afford. The church is located at 463 Sainte-Catherine

Street West, near the heart of the Festival International de Jazz de Montréal.

Professor Norman Cornett, eminent Canadian educator, will be

hosting two notable jazz events at St. James United Church.

Professor Cornett will present two “Dialogic” sessions (for which

he has become famous in Canadian jazz circles and beyond). This

year, both sessions feature the exceptionally gifted pianist,

composer, and arranger, Matt Herskowitz, on June 29 and July 6,

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. On June 29, the first session will have

listeners exploring Matt Herskowitz’s music through several

recordings, and the audience’s impressions will be used in the

second session, on July 6.  The second session will feature

Herskowitz in person, playing in a dedicated room with excellent

acoustics, so the audience is sure to be in for a treat! In addition

to playing, Matt will respond to comments from the previous

week’s session, and will take questions from the audience. This is

a rare opportunity to get up close and personal with an artist

who is known for his virtuosity at jazz, classical, and world music.

Making the Dialogic sessions even more attractive is the fact that

they are only $5.00! For more information about Professor

Cornett and his Dialogic sessions, go to:

http://haveyouexperienced.wordpress.com/

Sightseeing and More

This year’s Festival is packed with musical events, but there is also a lot to do during the daytime, before the daily concert

schedule swings into full gear. Check out Bell L’Expo des Legends du Festival, an interactive museum that displays artifacts from

musicians who have appeared throughout the history of the Festival. At Médiathèque Jazz/La Presse+, you have access to

thousands of videos, concerts, and photographs in this extensive archive. Both of these fabulous jazz repositories are housed in the

Maison du Festival Rio Tinto Alcan, the official home of the Festival, and are free to the public! Throughout the Festival grounds,

souvenir boutiques will feature a brand new, limited edition clothing collection, Griffé Jazz, signé Dubuc, created exclusively by

designer Philippe Dubuc for the 35th Festival.

The city of Montréal offers many activities during the day, before the main Festival events begin. You can attend the energetic Tam

Tams, the free drum jam that happens each Sunday afternoon at scenic Mont Royal, the peak of the city. You can take a casual

stroll or a guided tour through Little Burgundy, the birthplace of Oscar Peterson and the neighborhood where some of Montréal’s

first jazz clubs were opened. On Canada Day, July 1, there will be parades, fireworks, and concerts all across the country. You can

dine in Little Italy or Chinatown, or shop in historic Old Montréal.  Commune with nature at Espace pour la vie Montréal, which

houses the Biodȏme, the Planetarium Rio Tinto Alcan, the beautiful Botanical Garden, and for the not-faint-of-heart, the

Insectarium! (Arachnophobes should skip the Insectarium, as there are thousands of living and dead specimens on display.)  Peruse

the city’s outdoor markets: Marché Atwater, Marché Jean-Talon, Marché Métro Mont-Royal, Marché Maisonneuve, and Marché

Lachine, for the freshest produce, bread, cheese, candy, spices, beer and wine, prepared foods, fresh and dried flowers,

http://haveyouexperienced.wordpress.com/


Jack DeJohnette

Trombone Shorty

handmade soaps, and much, much more. Each of Montréal’s

public markets has its own special atmosphere and offerings, so

go to www.marchespublics-mtl.com to see which market might

best suit your tastes. The market website offers English or French

translations.  Visit Parc Olympique, where you can see the tallest

inclined tower in the world, with an awe-inspiring 45-degree

angle that offers a breathtaking panoramic view of the city! The

famous Underground City, numerous museums, and La Ronde

Amusement Park are just a few more of the multitude of

attractions you can visit. You can get to most places on the

Métro (the city’s subway system), via transit buses, or take a tour

on a double-decker bus.

People come from all over the world to attend the Festival International de Jazz de Montréal, and the people of Montréal make

visitors feel welcome. Many residents speak English, but it wouldn’t hurt to learn a few French words, like “juin” (June) and

“juillet” (July), which are on all the Festival concert tickets. Please note that dates are formatted in international style, with the

day and the month the reverse of American style, so the Fourth of July would be: 04/07/2014. Also, weights and measurement are in

the metric system, and weather reports are given in Celsius.

The Festival has several environmental, social, and economic

initiatives in its unflagging dedication to improving the world,

including ongoing efforts to be greener and more sustainable

each year. The Festival also gives several awards, grants, and

scholarships, and hosts programs that benefit budding young

musicians, such as The Blues Camp. Additionally, the Festival

partners with JazzFest de jeunes, which allows musicians from

schools and amateur community groups to perform at the

Festival. The Festival also donates unconsumed food nightly to a

shelter for the homeless, La Maison du Père.

The Festival Goes Mobile

One of the official Festival press releases gives the following

information: “Here's a major new addition for this 35th edition:

the mobile site (mobile.montrealjazzfest.com) will present the 2014 program, allowing fans to create their own personalized

schedules. The Festival is also present on Facebook (facebook.com/montrealjazzfest), Twitter (@FestivalJazzMtl), Instagram

(@FestivalJazzMtl) and YouTube (youtube.com/user/montjazzfest), and fans can follow and experience the action everywhere with

our mobile application for iPhone and Android. We also remind you that, thanks to Bell, true fans can experience the Festival all

year 'round. The montrealjazzfest.com site will keep everyone connected to the music they love at all times, before during and

after the event. Video excerpts, artist bios, access to archives of previous Festival editions, a video station (montrealjazzfest.TV).  In

other words, an essential web destination for every music fan.”

For more information about the Festival, you can call the Info-Jazz La Presse+ Line at 514-871-1881 or, toll free, at 1-

85JAZZFEST, or visit montrealjazzfest.com.

http://www.marchespublics-mtl.com/
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