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Wednesday June 10, Overnight Tour of D-Day Memorial Sites | TBA 

We will leave for a 2-day tour of Normandy and Brittany, where we will visit key D-Day 

memorial sites.  We will visit the historic walled city of Saint Malo, heavily bombed 

during the allied landings. Discussions of Anthony Doerr’s novel will intercalate our 

journey and our group dinner in Saint Malo, where we will stay overnight in a youth 

hostel. 

 

● Anthony Doerr, All the Light We Cannot See  (American; 2014) 

 

Thursday June 11, Overnight Tour of D-Day Memorial Sites | TBA 

Day 2 will take us to famous D-Day memorial sites: the Caen museum, the American 

cemetery and landing beaches.  

 

● Mary Louise Roberts, “Devastation,” in D-Day Through French Eyes: Normandy 

1944  (2014) 

● Kate C. Lemay, “Gratitude, Trauma and Repression: D-Day in French Memory,” 

and “Intro” in D-Day in History and Memory: The Normandy Landings in 

International Remembrance and Commemoration (American; 2014)  

● Check out BBC History D-Day Archival footage  

 

Friday June 12, Class Meeting 2:00pm-5:00pm | Tanneurs Rm: 10, 11, 12 . 

This meeting will provide post-tour reflection  and critical discussion about cultural 

memory and memorial tourism around WWII memorial sites, drawing on the sites we 

have visited, the novel we have read, and the secondary criticism we have encountered. 

[We can reschedule this class for earlier if no one needs to take a make-up French 

exam]. 

 

● Browse through the Chemins de Memoire website  

● Check out this review of Doerr’s novel in The New Republic 

 

5 Weeks in Paris (June 13-July 19) 

  

THEME 4: PARIS STORIES (June 14-June 16)  

Students will study one of the great and enduring literary tributes to the City of Light: the 

Paris story. We will consider both fiction and non-fiction, looking at multiple visions of 

Paris across time and place. 

 

Sunday June 14, A Day at the Louvre 10am | TBA 

The story of Paris begins with the Louvre, the famed museum that has attracted 
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travellers for centuries with its rich collection of cultural artifacts from around the world. 

Students will visit some of its most storied collections.  

 

● Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Ring of Thoth ” (British; 1890) 

● Frederick Douglass, “Letter from Paris” (American; 1887), in Americans in Paris  

● Make use of the  Louvre  app 

 

Monday June 15, English Class Meeting, 10am-12:30pm | Le Maréchal Common Room 

We will focus on classic Paris stories from France and North America. 

 

● F. Scott Fitzgerald, “Babylon Revisited” (1931), in Americans in Paris 

● Selections from Helen Constantine, Paris Tales: A Literary Tour of the City   

 

Tuesday June 16, English Class Meeting 10am-12:30pm & Museum of 

Immigration 2pm-4pm | Le Maréchal Common Room 

Students will read one of the great stories of Paris from the perspective of the down and 

out. In the afternoon, we will go to the Cité de l’Immigration, learning about the rich and 

complex history of immigration to Paris, and finish at the Pavillon de L’Arsenal to see its 

extremely large digital model of the city.  

 

● George Orwell, Down and Out in Paris and London  (British; 1933) 

● Two centuries of immigration in France 

 

There is an opt-in event for Tuesday evening: A Night of Absurdist Theatre . 

 

June 17-June 22-- MID-TERM BREAK! 

 

THEME 5: JAZZ CULTURE (June 23-June 26) 

Students will study international jazz culture in Paris, learning about its beginnings 

during the interwar years as well as the present-day Paris jazz scene and its openness 

to other music forms and cultures. Professor Norman Cornett will lead a series of 

dialogic sessions on Paris jazz culture via an array of audio-visual materials. These 

sessions will be coordinated with a lecture on interwar jazz culture, an outing to a jazz 

club, and an exchange in person with an invited jazz composer/musician. In the words 

of Professor Cornett, "A dialogic session enables musicians and listeners to experience 

a meeting of the minds  by creating a non-threatening learning environment where the 

only wrong question is the unasked question. "  Visit his website here .  

 

Tuesday June 23, Dialogic Session with Prof. Cornett 2pm-4pm | Le Foyer 

 


